Happy New Year!
Okay, it is getting a little late in January for a New Year's greeting,
but our year is only just beginning as we prepare for an exciting
season.
After such a fabulous 2016 season, the buzz around our new Holiday
Market and a restful festive season, your Artisan team is refreshed
and cooking up all kinds of exciting Artisan Market events to serve in
2017.
In this newsletter we're announcing NEW Artisan winter /
spring market dates before the launch of our official 2017
season in May. You'll also hear about an award received by one of
our most recognized community members and learn of exciting
plans that will unfold over the coming season as updated by Tara.
Call out to Ambleside Market visitors, consumers and
vendors... We are being asked by the District of West Vancouver to
move the Ambleside Market to a location that will have a negative
effect on the market. Below we include some of the details and
invite you to attend the council meeting in support of our efforts to
keep Ambleside Market at its current Ambleside location.
AGM April 20th... as an early heads up, the Artisan Farmers'
Market Society Annual General Meeting will be held the evening of
Thursday, April 20th at Gordon Presbyterian Church Basement 7457
Edmonds St. in Burnaby (same location as previous years). All
community members, including consumers and vendors are
encouraged to attend. Mark it in your calendar now and watch your
inbox for your official invitation.
If you are a vendor, please be sure to read Tara's vendor updates
and tune in for Tara's telephone/online vendor Q and A sessions we
are calling "Tara Talks" (details below).

Enjoy!
Bernie, and your Artisan Team

Keep Artisan Ambleside Farmers' Market in
Ambleside!
On Monday, February 6, the West Vancouver Council will hear a
recommendation that would impose the move of Ambleside Farmers'
Market from the Ambleside area to the West Vancouver Community
Centre. Artisan has expressed its desire to remain in the current
location, more

Please attend the West Vancouver Council meeting on
February 6th or write them via email beforehand to have
your say about the markets' location!
Click Here for a Detailed Summary on Our Blog
We encourage you to attend the meeting in support of retaining the
current location of Ambleside Market or write the Mayor and Council
to express your support. Here is the related information:
Attend the Meeting:
Monday, February 6 at 6:00PM
West Vancouver Council Chambers, Municipal Hall, 750 - 17th
Street (corner Fulton and 17th Street)
Agenda (See item 7): https://westvancouver.ca/sites
/default/files/dwv/council-agendas/2017/feb/06/17feb06-Agend
a2.pdf
Write to the Council:
Mayor and Council
District of West Vancouver
750 17th Street
West Vancouver BC V7V 3T3
Email: MayorandCouncil@westvancouver.ca

Announcing: Six Pre-Season Artisan Markets at

Lonsdale Quay
The public and our vendors have been asking for some time if we
could set up some winter markets. Last year, with encouragement
by Lonsdale Quay, we decided to test the waters. In December,
during BC Buy Local Week, we held our first ever Holiday Market at
Lonsdale Quay in North Vancouver.

Now we are excited to be announcing more market dates. One of
our objectives is to confirm the viability of a North Shore winter
market. We encourage you to come down and check it out.
The Artisan Lonsdale Quay Pre-Season Markets will feature local
foods, crafters and artisans, and will be open from 10AM to 3PM.
Here's a list of our market dates to take you through the next few
months and into market season.
February 4th (SATURDAY) - Valentine's Day Market
February 13th (MONDAY) - Family Day Market
March 4th (SATURDAY) - Spring Flavours Market
March 18th (SATURDAY) - Mid-March Market

April 1st (SATURDAY) - Earth Friendly Market
April 15th (SATURDAY) - Easter Market
May 6th (SATURDAYS May through October) - Start of Weekly
Summer Season Market
May 14th (SUNDAY) - Mother's Day Market

Forstbauer Family Natural Food Farm Receives
Business Excellence Award
Congratulations to Forstbauer Family Natural Food Farm on winning
the 22nd Annual Business Excellence Award from the Chilliwack
Chamber of Commerce.

The award was presented on January 21st. Visit the Chilliwack
Chamber website to see the other recipients and get more info.

Tara Talks: Market Events, Vendor Updates
and Registrations

Planning is well underway for our 2017
Markets! With the warmer weather, it feels like
May is just around the corner.
Artisan's 2017 Vendor applications are being
accepted at artisanmarkets.ca/become-avendor, yearly events including the zucchini
races and teddy bear picnic are confirmed, new
events are being organized, locations are being
re-confirmed, and I am busy meeting vendors
who have known our Retired General Manager,
Lyn, for years. As Lyn enjoys relaxing in sunny
Mexico, she's also helping me, ensuring I have pre-season work
under way. Along with all of Canada this year, we'll be celebrating
the 150th anniversary of Confederation, the sesquicentennial. Our
focus is on the love of shared community among everyone who is a
part of our three distinct neighborhood markets.
I have been a winter customer of farmers markets for many years
and my experience as I shop for food this year is drastically
different. I now know so many people in the community and no
longer do I shop anonymously. I'm trying many more products from
vendors whose business names I recognize from Artisan Markets
and my whole family is enjoying the new, delicious tastes. By May, I
hope to have bought food from every winter vendor I identify with
Burnaby, Lonsdale and Ambleside. I'm especially looking forward to
meeting more farmers as I focus on finishing my graduate thesis on
the use of the B.C. Farmers' Food Donation Tax Credit in 2016.
For Vendors with questions, who want to keep updated or who
simply want to get to know me a little better, I'm setting aside
special times for you to get answers and for us to exchange ideas.
Tara Talks for Vendors
Over the next few weeks I'll be hosting an open line for vendors. I'll
be sending the details on how to dial-in in a separate mailing to all
Vendors.
This format will help vendors get updates about the 2017 season
and ask me any questions that they may have.
You can also send your questions and comments
to gm@artisanmarkets.ca. I'll be responding to your general emails
weekly, primarily on Thursdays, and we'll pick some to address
during the call.
We've been funning around with the idea and started calling the

calls "Tara Talks". We hope you'll participate and that these calls will
help us build a stronger Vendor community to better serve our
customers and visitors.
Best wishes,
Tara
Tara@ArtisanMarkets.ca
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